My American Adventure

Standing in Glasgow airport at S5am on 1st July,
| was barely able t0 comprehend the fun | would

be having over the next two weeks. . k
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T was barely able o COmpre/zencl 2he fun I would be having over 2he next two weeks. Mary ?aeSZ‘ionS occupied
oy Lhen Sleepy thougtts, Yad T forgotten anything? Would T like my host +artily? Woudld they like mel? I was
ofF, with other prembers of 15C Bearsden Compar/, Zo visit Boys‘ and Girls' Brigade in the Fox Valley WisconsSin,
to help them celebrate 100 YeWsS of” Onawoay as 2heir island camp site. We wourlld be \/'ofnirg Loith FDF Balle From
Denmark ard Briﬁade wWisconsin in a roeck /ong carp, but before ¢had we had Several days of” home /zo\Sp»'ta/iz‘y n

Neenah, Wisconsin.

I dragged »1/ travel-weary body o of the yellow sehool bus, which was oUr mode of land transport and
idertified rry hoST Family From the crowds of eager American parerts, Sons and dactg/ters, aoaiting our arrival.
After rather hasty i troductions I, along with »1y fellow house 34{:251 Tain, Slept £or Fourteen 3/orioa5 hours
on /’a//ing into our beds for the week. I was nervous to meet the Farvly. 4/1‘/704(3/7 Mot her Seemed extremely
e T coas ConSCioUs of” not Ae/ng a 3reaz‘ conversalionalist, Lot T Found it very easy to comverse with our

into US sociely as T did.

Several o/vz‘iona/ grodp outings were organiéed while we were still staying woith our families and the Arst was a
visit to the ! Badger Sports Park, an arcade—COme—oaz‘door—ama5emenz‘79ar(’, This was a good opporz‘aniz‘y For
the boys to get Zo know their Suppilies. On 3rd Juby e woatched the Light Parade through Lown as a precursor
to the celebradions on qth Jeddy. The following nfghz‘ , the Bearsden Pipe Band played for tens of thowsands oF
pecple Frort a bodd going rowund the Neernah Harbour just before the freworks display. Plajing «as as much
ner\/e—rac(’ing as 1t was an once—in-a-lifetime experfende. The rest of the compary/ @tended various frf\/afe
parife5 with their host Farvlies.

. wonderfu! host /‘am}/y as they were So welcoring and open. I Sure every other 5oy Ffelt in\Sz‘anf/y inz‘ejrafed

The arrival @ Carmp Onawory e0&S rcdher marvellous, I/ be hore. Sitting in those A, stable portoon bodats,

one 1S afforded a fabulous view of the lakes on which Onacoay s situated. Underwodader Aora and Fauna, Zhe

. r/pp//rg, undulating Jake, the Serere i slands. The amosphere of intense exciterert could be felt in the ar as
e Stepped orto thd island, a small pleasart rock of land consisting of @ mess hally recC rectional) hall, Severdl

. cabins which comprised Zhe CamperS‘ accommodaion and the Jeaders' H& beulding. Those crysz‘a/ clear waters
voould soon be the site of may a morning dip, more sensible pecple choosing the warmer options of morsning
exercises or morning reflections = 2¢he latter two of which the writer chose not to experience. There were p/enz‘y
of ther activities To keep the carper hazpy z‘/;roaj/)oaf 2he day, From banana boading (eoelly 5/7a.n@/73, acz‘aa//y>

Capmpers Jhad barely enough tire Sfor teeth-brushing and ﬁ’nﬁer—-na//

y

to a garte knocon affectionddely as ' spoons.

cleaning Lbefore cabin z'n§pecz‘/'on, Before every swuch daily /"népecf/on 50}/5 were 3;\/817 1g—30r1nS To clean the cabins
z‘/)orouﬁh/y, Poirts were lost For tiny cobuebs, grans of" sand, riniscule paint chips. Poists were awarded for
the detals in cleaning 2he boat house, cleaning the dishes afler eals or tidying the rec hally etc.

T 2hink the /7/3/7//5/7{ for many, including rasselt was the cross—courntry race. This was a Tribal race with many
points & Stake, wherein campers had 2o parz‘ic/‘/vate i a massive relay race of wading, canoceing, reenning Frowing,

thad fubulowus tear 5/9/'r/2‘)' wor(’i/g foﬂez‘/ler Zo actueve Somez‘/w}g and /7@/;/5 il h e{)/'oymenf in the procesSS.

Due to this fatastic team spirit, and the amazirg peo/v/e on the island, rcdher than the ssland itselt, that
piade it so hard to Sa/ 3oodéye. This was also the case when leating wWisconsin in 3enera/  The final three
days of the trip were the /onﬂeéz‘ of ry Jife. But what an
experience 1 e are looking Forward o welconring Sore of ;
our American friends o Seotland in summer 2009 and deepering .
Zhe Friendships between our Two 3roap5. I hope they have

as memorable atime as we all had.

Cp/ Jarne nges
\sZ Bearsden Corpary/

. Seoimrtng and, above all cheering our w/ rowund the Lakes From and back to Onaoay.- T was 3redt to experience




