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I was barely able to comprehend the fun I would be having over the next two weeks. Many questions occupied 

my then sleepy thoughts, ‘Had I forgotten anything? Would I like my host family? Would they like me!?’I was 

off, with other members of 1st Bearsden Company, to visit Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade in the Fox Valley 
Wisconsin, 

to help them celebrate 100 years of Onaway as their island camp site. We would be joining with FDF Balle from 

Denmark and Brigade Wisconsin in a week long camp, but before that we had several days of home hospitality in 

Neenah, Wisconsin.

I dragged my travel-weary body out of the yellow school bus, which was our mode of land transport and 

identified my host family from the crowds of eager American parents, sons and daughters, awaiting our arrival. 

After rather hasty introductions I, along with my fellow house guest Iain, slept for fourteen glorious hours 

on falling into our beds for the week. I was nervous to meet the family. Although Mother seemed extremely 

nice I was conscious of not being a great convers
ationalist, but I found it very easy to converse with our 

wonderful host family as they were so welcoming and open. I’m sure every other boy felt instant
ly integrated 

into US society as I did.

Several optional group outings were organised while we were still staying with our families and the first was a 

visit to the ‘Badger Sports Park,’ an arcade-come-outdoor-amusement-park. This was a good opportunity for 

the boys to get to know their families. On 3rd July we watched the Light Parade through town as a precursor 

to the celebrations on 4th Ju
ly. The following night, the Bearsden Pipe Band played for tens of th

ousands of 

people from a boat going round the Neenah Harbour just before the fireworks display. Playing was as much 

nerve-racking as it was an once-in-a-lifetime experience. The rest of the company attended various private 

parties with their host families. 

The arrival at Camp Onaway was rather marvellous, I’ll be honest. Sitting in those flat, stable pontoon boats, 

one is afforded a fabulous view of the lakes on which Onaway is situated. Underwater flora and fauna, the 

rippling, undulating lake, the serene islands. 
The atmosphere of intense excitement could be felt in the air as 

we stepped onto that island, a s
mall pleasant rock of land consi

sting of a mess hall, rec(reational) hall, se
veral 

cabins which comprised the campers’ accommodation and the leaders’ HQ building. Those crystal clear waters 

would soon be the site of many a morning dip, more sensible people choosing t
he warmer options of morning 

exercises or morning reflections – the latter two of which the writer chose not to experience.
 There were plenty 

of other activities to keep the
 camper happy throughout the day, from banana boating (well, sharking, actually) 

to a game known affectionately as ‘spoons.’ C
ampers had barely enough time for teeth-brushing and finger-nail 

cleaning before cabin inspectio
n. Before every such daily inspection boys were given 15-30mins to clean the cabins 

thoroughly. Points were lost for tiny cobwebs, grains of sand, miniscule paint chips. Points were awarded for 

the details in cleaning the boat
house, cleaning the dishes after m

eals or tidying the rec’ hall, et
c.

I think the highlight for many, including myself, was the cross-country race. This was a Tribal race with many 

points at stake, wherein campers had to participate in a massive relay race of wading, canoeing, running, rowing, 

swimming and, above all cheering our way round the Lakes from and back to Onaway. It was great to experience 

that fabulous team spirit; working together to achieve som
ething and having much enjoyment in the process.

Due to this fantastic team spirit, and the amazing people on the island, rath
er than the island itself, that 

 

made it so hard to say goodbye
. This was also the case when leaving Wisconsin in general. The final three  

days of the trip were the longest of my life.  But what an 

experience! We are looking forward to welcoming some of  

our American friends to Scotland in summer 2009 and deepening 

the friendships between our two groups. I hope they have  

as memorable a time as we all had.

Cpl Jamie Figes 
1st Bearsden Company

My American Adventure
Standing in Glasgow airport at 5am on 1st July,  

I was barely able to comprehend the fun I would  

be having over the next two weeks.

Brigade announcements Brigade announcements

MEETING OF THE BRIGADE 
EXECUTIVE – 15TH / 16TH 
NOVEMBER 2008 
The meeting was held at Brigade 
Headquarters, Felden Lodge. The new 
Chairman of the Brigade Executive,  
Chris Row, was in the chair. This is a 
summary of the main items covered.

New Member 
Mr David Love was welcomed as  
the new Under 26 representative.

Development Plan 
The Brigade Secretary updated the 
Executive on progress towards the 
aims of the Development Plan. This was 
referenced to the recommendations of 
the Brierley Report. The summary report 
from the Gathering was discussed.

  The Brigade Secretary reported on 
staffing matters, the 125th anniversary 
and a request by a Company to transfer 
to another Battalion. In its capacity as 
Trustee the Executive acted on behalf 
of the Leicestershire Battalion and the 
Pearson Centre for Young People.

  The Brigade Treasurer reported on 
the first six months of the financial 
year. There was a satisfactory position 
overall and individual items of concern 
were being addressed.

  The Business Director reported on 
statistical returns, officer invoices and 
the redevelopment of the Thurso Centre. 
The Executive agreed the design of 
the emblem of the Girls’ Association 
and the changing of the words Anchor 
Boys to Anchor Section on promotion 
certificates and similar stationery.

  The Director for Children’s and Youth 
Work reported on NVQ’s/SVQ’s, training, 
access and equality and safeguarding.

  The Executive agreed the imple-
mentation processes required for the 
introduction of the new constitution 
on 1st January 2009. Members 
approved the method of compilation 
for the Electoral College for voting for 
under 26 representatives for Regional 
Committees. Members approved the 

Company Designation Form to be used.

   Regional Committee Reports were 
received and the Executive noted  
the arrangements for Brigade Council 
in Dublin 2009 and Armagh 2010.

COMPANY DESIGNATION 
Following the adoption of the new 
constitution at Brigade Council in 
September, the Brigade Executive requires 
ALL Companies, after consultation with 
their church, to state their category of 
designation in line with the new categories 
of company outlined in the regulations.

A form is enclosed with the January 
Company Mailing for this purpose and  
all Companies are requested to return 
the form to the Membership Team at 
Felden Lodge by 31st January 2009.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ELECTIONS  
TO REGIONAL COMMITTEES 
From 2009 there will be an equal number 
of places for Representative Members 
(geographical representatives) and young 
people on each Regional Committee. The 
regulations relating to the composition  
of Regional Committees are contained 
within clauses 56 – 60 and Schedules  
B and C of Brigade Regulations.

Contained within the Company Mailing 
is a form to register the intention to 
vote of those eligible and wishing to 
do so. Young people must be aged 
16 or over and not attained their 26th 
birthday by 30th June 2009. The form, 

which will also appear on the Brigade’s 
website, must be returned to Regional 
Headquarters by 31st March 2009.

Please encourage those who are eligible 
to vote to do so.

GO MAD IN 2009 
Nomination forms for the 2009 Go ‘Make 
A Difference’ Award have been sent out 
in the Company Mailing to Company 
Captains and are available to download 
from the BBUK Website. Nominations 
MUST be received by 30th April 2009. 

REQUEST FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM – CRB 

 
In order to speed up the time taken 
to complete a disclosure check the 
membership team would be grateful if you  
could take particular care in completing 
the disclosure application form.
Please note the following:

 ONLY use BLACK ink
 ONLY completed in upper case letters
  Ensure five years address history  
is completed

  That original identification document  
are NOT sent to BBHQ

  That the evidence of identiy sheet is 
returned with the following

Your assistance in this would be very 
much appreciated and will result in  
a reduction of forms having to be 
returned to individuals.

Company Captain Church

82nd Birmingham Rose Sterling Cannon Street Memorial Baptist Church 
4th Cheltenham Jacqueline Boyer Hesters Way Junior School 
16th Coventry Stuart Harthill Radford & Holbrooks Methodist Church 
1st Droitwich Spa Duncan Daniels Droitwich Spa Baptist Church 
20th Newtownabbey William Payne Mossley Methodist Church 
31st Northampton Martin Letts Queensgrove Methodist Church 
1st Wawne Ian Storer St Peters Church

Alton Towers Theme Park are organising a special day  
for BB members to come to the park as part of their  
125th Anniversary Celebrations (Yes the 125th Anniversary 
Celebrations continue until August 2009!). Alton Towers  
have agreed special rates of £17.50 Adults (17 yrs +)  
and £16.50 Children (4-16 yrs) which is cheaper than  
the standard group rate.

Alton Towers is the UK’s number 1 theme park boasting  
rides for all ages.

Why not organise a Company or Battalion trip and join  
other BB members, perhaps you could even include an 
overnight stay in the local area.

To book visit www.youthfundays.co.uk or call 0115 952 3617

NEW COMPANIES 
The following new companies have recently started: 


